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die neue zeit bedarf der 
neuen SCHULE.” 


a SCHOOLMASTER’S REVERIE. 


“ How hard it is to turn your thoughts on ! Switzerland was 
a mistake, so far as that goes ; but to have been alive in every 
pore for a month is something. This night train should help, 
though : here goes ! let us face the situation. I, Michael 
St. John Harrowby, aged thirty-five, have got, more by good 
luck than merit, the head mastership of the Wintonley 
Grammar School. One’s first thought is, naturally, for wife 
and bairns, and Fanny was sadly pinched at Appledore. 
Dear girl ! I hope the strain is at an end for her. She will 
enjoy mothering the boarders along with our own five. 

“But here am I on the old string which we have harped 
upon a thousand times since I got the post— the gain to 
ourselves and the children. There is nothing we have not 
canvassed, to the Butler scholarship for baby Tim, so why 
go over the ground again r 

“ 0, shade of Jack Horner, enfant terrible , does every man- 
jack of us eat his plum in his corner to the tune of ‘ What a 
good boy am I r Effort and aspiration for those others 
who miss the plums i Well, I have m y thoughts, if I could 
only get at them. Cakes and ale are not everything. 
***** 
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These are wonderful times, beautiful times ! We are all so 
open to conviction, so agog for the right and the true. We 
may be gulled by false prophets, with their ‘ lo, here ! ’ and 
‘ lo, there ! but then, how ready we are to follow the lead of 
any with the least gift of insight ! 

“ In the matter of education, we are hovering round the 
truth ; that education is not merely a preparation for life, but 
the work of the lifetime, is boldly announced. And, given 
this much insight, is it conceivable that the education in 
point is no more than the cramming of a few text books r 
Like religion, education is nothing or it is everything — a 
consuming fire in the bones. How is it that we do not see 
through the hurry of eating and drinking, getting and having, 
that our prime business here is to raise up a generation 

better than ourselves r 

***** 


‘“New schools for the new times’ is the burden of a pamphlet* 

I picked up at Offenbach, the outcome of the congress of the 
1 deutschen Freidenkerbundes.’ It is as well to know what is 
before us. ‘ Knowledge is power ’ is not an alarmingly new 
sentiment ; that the people have a right to the power which 
knowledge gives, that the knowledge which avails is that 
which qualifies a man for his life as a ‘ social animal, we 
are prepared to admit. That the talent, the genius, which 
smoulder to-day in the heated rooms of a thousan acta ”® s ’ 
or is choked in a thousand damp cellar dweBings is to be 
cherished by the schools of the future to t e in m 

taee of the whole commonweal— that touches S 

tage ot tne wuow rpllarc any more than 
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the large towns; in ordinary cases, th< 


To 1 *^tHp fof d education are limited by the length of time 
possi 11 afford to keep their child ; indeed, the law steps 

the parents pare nts and to fix a minimum standard 

"f attainments without which the child is not free to labour ; 
he m“. read, though not fluently; write, though not easily 
nor correctly ; must be able to add and subtract, divide and 
multiply With some readiness. This is not much, but it is a 
setting of the gates ajar for the child of genius ; and supposing 
that his parents are able and willing to feed and clothe him 
during his adolescence, his prospects are good. He wins 
scholarships at the first, which carry him through the second- 
grade school, and here he may win scholarships which will 
cover his University career. I know of a dozen instances of 
University men who have worked their way up from very low 
estate— the sons of journeymen labourers, of mill ‘ hands,’ 
of petty traders, and that with honour and consideration too, 
for school and college alike bid for brains, seeing that their 
own status depends on the men they turn out. This state 
of things is a mere pis alter ; in Scotland, as well as further 
afield, they manage matters better : but ‘ reform ’ is in the 
air ; our whole educational system is about to be overhauled, 
and meantime it is pleasant to know that education is possible 
to the son of the poor man who is born a genius, and is 
blessed with self-denying parents, and — one more qualifica- 
tion — who lives in a town. 

, “ What have we here ‘ Nothing,’ says Pddagoge Diesterweg, 
has more attraction for man than truth. To find it he will 
wan er into distant lands, over desert and mountain, will 
nn^ff * ,e °f the earth, will climb into the heavens ; 

ton E° r V. S v.° t0 ° ^ reat » no obstacle too fearful, no labour 

and thA n firsts after truth.’ This is suggestive, 

be nourish^ 0 UM ° n that ’ ™ tbe sc hools, the children should 
back to Pilaf l ’^ 0n & oes without saying. But we come 

M lte s world-famed question. 

nnd immer jK TT S ° methin £> however, ‘ Moses, Moses, 
Plains that in the u . 6 burden of a bitter cry. He com- 
°f the time spent ' ^ er ^ anb ’ a s i xt h, and sometimes more, 

to religious instruction e i lementar Y schools) is devoted 
and hymn • and , u • lilble 'l e sson and psalm, catechism 
■ “d what time is left, is the cry, for literature. 
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for metaphysics, ethics, what not, the stories of wisdom 
that should be laid open to poor as to rich ? So, after 
all, we in England are well in advance. Nowhere with 
u s are two out of twelve, much less sixteen out of 
twenty-four school hours devoted to religious instruction. 
Psalm, hymn, and catechism have departed ; the Bible 
lesson is pared down to a shred ; and, all the time, we do not 
s ee that we have deprived the people of the classics, the 
metaphysics, the ethics — as well as the religion — peculiarly 
their own. Instead, we have put into their hands — 
< Readers ’ — scraps of science, of history, of geography — 
saw-dust, that cannot take root downwards and bear fruit 
upwards in human soil. 


“But here is matter that concerns us more closely. We 
learn for life, not for the schools : good and well ; nothing 
new in that. Here we have it ‘ Wie l—sagt Prof. Dodel- 
Port in seiner neuesten Brochine:’ ‘ Moses oder Darwin! 
Dodel-Port is plucky, or reckless, but that is the situation. 
What think ye of Moses ? is the crux. The worst of it is, a 
man may let his own thoughts simmer, but the young will 
have something definite, and you cannot hide anything from 
them. Say nothing, and they know what it 
if you proclaimed yourself from the ho “ se “ P m ^ j % 
matter of fact, it is not ‘ Moses or Darwin i with me. I 
both, not by way of cotnprorn.se, but 

each, though in widely di enng egr ^ h w i U take sides, 

word. But, how to put it to the boys. y 

rln not. 


are 


thoy doubt your sincerity > ^ a home children «« 

“ Loyalty shall be our key t • develops on his own lines, 
under natural conditions, an ^ must str ike a note 

In a school you must have a pcure the common feeling 

that vibrates in every breast o wiU do — chivalrous 

without which there is no i e. t heir homes, to those 

loyalty to each other, to t e sC enthusiasm, the loyalty of 
in authority : then, 1, yet, but when 

Christian service. I hardy at ^ arise- Supposing, then, 

one is steadfastly purpose , . . if to harbour dishonouring 
the loyalty that does not P errnl r ] 0 y a l service kindled in 
thoughts. Suppose a P assl ° affecting all, is criticism to 
some breasts, and more or ^ bo y S to go into the wor <- 
be tabooed as disloya 
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hat are searching many hearts, to 
ignorant ot tneq ^ firgt shock c f evidence and opinion 
be staggered y ^ ^ thoughts ? No ; but how I wish I 
running c0 “ nt f*' ° he ]ike inestimable service that a great 
could do the j ^ many another ! It is difficult 

“words, but, somehow, you are landed on the other 
ide o the controversies of the day : they are of .ntmense 
interest but not vital to you. It is just, to compare lesser 
togs tilth great, as the husband of a famous woman might 
iste „ to discussions about his w.fe s works or published 
ietters Are they hers or are they not ? Do they disclose 
parts of her life or fancies ? Are the opinions put into the 
mouths of her best characters truly her own r Most interest- 
ing to hear what the world says, but, for him, he knows 
where the world guesses. Besides, these things are not vital ; 
the vital thing is herself and their mutual relations. So, but 
infinitely more so, of our apprehension of the Highest, and 
our cognisance of the supreme relationship. Reveal to the 
eyes of youth the vision of the infinite Loveliness, lay bare 
the heart of youth to the drawings of the irresistible Tender- 
ness, let them know, of their own intimate knowledge, that 

‘ The thoughts of God are broader than the measure of man’s mind, 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind,’ 

and all other knowledge and relationships and facts oi 
life will settle themselves. Thus, only, is it possible to live 
joyfully, purposefully, diligently. Without this — madness ! 
or, the foolish playing of a foolish mummer’s part in the 
presence of the ‘ eternal verities.’ But, boys religiously 
brought up turn out indifferent or ill ? Exactly so, when 
they have had the outward and visible signs without the 
inward part or thing signified. Of all sawdust, this is the 
driest. No soul, once laid open to the touch of the divine 

erness, can go away and forget. Go away, a wilful soul 
may. but _ 


ma), but come back it needs must. Well, it is something 
the 566 ^ 06 S W ° rk ’ but ’ how to do ft At any rate, seeing 
for light' 1 ^ 3 man mUSt s °ftly ail his days and wait 

« T , . * * * * * 

opinion 1 whh C ° nneC i i0n We must face the attitude of public 
said?’ is the t0 the Sa cred Books. 4 Yea, hath God 

question of the hour, and probably will be the 
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question of the hour so long as the world endures. We who 
teach must hold unalterable convictions in this regard, 
unalterable and therefore our grounds must be deep, broad, 
and high, covering and underlying every point of attack. 
We must know with absolute certainty that here is revelation 

its claim to be so resting upon internal evidence alone, 

the quality of that which is revealed ! Let us ask what is 
the subject of revelation. The history of the people called 
Jews ? The history of the beginning, and predictions of the 
end of all things ? We are told to-day that upon the one 
as upon the other the light is thrown 4 through storied 
windows richly dight ’ ; that the apple and the garden bear 
no more direct, material interpretation than the 4 tree which 
bears twelve manner of fruits, whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations’; that 4 without a parable spake he 
not unto them ’ applies more or less to what we call the 
history of the Bible. Perhaps the marvellous and inspired 
Quality of the Scriptures is more brought out by attacks upon 
their historic truth' than in any other way. Whether men 
choose to regard the story of the Fall as a record a poem, 
° f °°f a , .arable a vision, its inherent teaching is the same, 
w: have Cre the s tory of the decline and fall and hope ,0 
rise again of evei^ soul of man. more say the 

44 The history of the Jews, again of the heroic 

enlightened, than a co ect mnj ^ men . myths 

acre of a nation whe 8 in the sacred 


age of a nation-when tne k- close) in the sacred 
that have their parall , ^ not allovv divine inspira- 

legends of nat.ons to jh.ch . i[self by it5 truth 

ti°n ? Here, again, gun stan ds still, even now for 

to human experience. tbe Jordan parts before 

the finishing of our n S parab i es of our lives to 

us in our extremities. here we have an unlading 

be spiritually discerned, and m , . g u by inspiration 

key to the interpretation of our 

of God. # * n-h tarings ’ ascribed to 

44 The 4 carnage, the w by His hand, or according 

Almighty God, wrought d re^Uy y , rreconcilable with our 

to His will, are broug ^ * hese things happen. o-day 

conceptions of the - to ascribe them to '° * 

and we have no, the courage ^ ^ say , ..hough He slay 
amongst us are ab 
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, „ w iH I trust in Him.’ W e dare not say 

me and my fellows* y , s describe these events by a ’ 

‘ HCre ", the t heTall ofmore or less pagan origin. Fortune. 

smngofepuhets,^ ^ ^ mischjef . We suffer frQm 

brtunes mischances, casualties, catastrophes, disasters, 
fatalities— more reassuring, doubtless, and more sctentific 


misfortunes, 


ban the creed of the Old Testament. Is it true, then, that 
flood and famine, and slaughter in battle, are the will and the 
work of the good God ? The Old Testament asserts as much, 
and the New has a tender word about a sparrow falling to 
the ground, which goes to prove that these things are at 
any rate permitted. Perhaps life and death are less momen- 
tous than we suppose ; death, perhaps, is no way final whether 
as regards opportunity or existence} what if it even opened 
a chance to ‘try again ’ r We cannot know; revelation is 
silent; and as for science, when science has a definite 
utterance to make about the facts of life under her eyes, we 
shall hear what she says about these other mysteries. At 
any rate, in that Bosom where every pain found its pity, 
there was none for the three who tasted death — only for the 
grief that mourned them. As for all the anguish of life, 
the miseries of the mind distressed, the writhings of the 
suffering body, who shall find his pain intolerable when he 
thinks upon the Cross r 

***** 

We schoolmasters must face the situation ; w'e must 
shirk nothing, take nothing for granted. We must fortify the 
oys against attack, and arm them for a chivalrous defence, 
s or definite tactics, suppose we concede for the moment, 
a n or arguments sake, all that is attacked, and then see 
^ dre ‘ earthworks thrown up from time to time 
wav tn ^ 'fiT U ^’ ^ t * le f° rtress is intact. Panic gives 
only so CO " \ b 06 ’ COme who ma y> we are ready, and not 

r ~ is — 

seems to me important ' n!f y who are exposed. This 

on with the entVm • ’ } efen sive warfare is never carried 

attacks. As a matt 8 ™ f f Conv ’ ct * on which warms him who 

iota of the SarrpH ° aCt ’ We are Prepared to yield no 

°ld Testament as r friTT*’ While of the obscurities of the 
e " .a of theApocalypsej ^ ^ on]y _ 

But, alL^lT Herein 1 do read > 

9 I do not understand.* ” 


THE IDEAL: THE TRUE ART OF LIFE. 

By Charlotte F. Yonge. 

X THINK it should be the aim of all education to implant 
ideals. The holiest and best lives are those in which 
high ideals are faithfully lived up to. “ Ideals are the very 
soul of life.” said Bishop Westcott, and they have, as we 
know, happily a tendency to become ever higher when 
they are the aspirations of a life in which good work is 
conscientiously carried out. 

Necessary as high ideals have always been, perhaps there 
has never been a greater need for them than now, when so 
many people are awake to the increasingly pressing necessity 
of material improvement for the masses, as, were we to 
define this period and its leading characteristic, we should be 
inclined to say it was one wherein the majority are intereste 
ip social reform. By “ the majority" including millionaires, 
land-owners, professional men, tradesmen, artisans labourers 
many of all classes in fact, above the unmotive ^t 

only sleep and feed, and work merely when ? 

unfortunately can be found in all classes an ^ alDank, 
this widely-spread interest whic ma kers evolves 

university and other settlements an . and a q t he 

the Rowton houses, the to prov ide cheap, yet 

attempts on larger and s rnrnme nts and questionings 

healthy, dwellings, rouses mor^^ ^ made ^ choice 

on the Charity Organiza 10 ’ sucb a popular one. 

of the new Bishop of Lon on a f at1 y period, more 

The danger of a leading char-ic of^yP ^ ig 

particularly when it is conn wbo wou ld rush in to 

of its having a fascination for ^ ^ for the m and 

act, without considering 1 and conduct for it. O a 

if they are suited by chara education and right 

great factors in the work ot and well . balance d 

enlightenment, the eminent. What we are 

personal character stan . d erat ion ; what we do our seC ° n ’ 
should be our first consi rgact upon ea ch ot , 

though, of course, the two act 




